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HOUSE BI LL 2587

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wod, N xon, Lovick, Canpbell, Hankins, Hatfield
Moel | er, Rockefeller and Kagi

Read first time 01/16/2004. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to physical and nedical exenptions from notor
vehicle safety belt requirenents; anendi ng RCW 46. 61. 688; adding a new
section to chapter 46.61 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that persons wth
medi cal or physical conditions that prevent them from wearing safety
belts in notor vehicles are being unnecessarily stopped by |aw
enforcenent officers and issued citations for failing to wear safety
belts wunder RCW 46.61. 688. This act is intended to assist |aw
enforcement officers in identifying persons with nedical or physica
exenptions to safety belt requirenents.

Sec. 2. RCW46.61.688 and 2003 ¢ 353 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For the purposes of this section, the term "notor vehicle"
i ncl udes:

(a) "Buses," nmeaning notor vehicles wth notive power, except
trailers, designed to carry nore than ten passengers;
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(b) "Ml tipurpose passenger vehicles,” nmeaning notor vehicles with
notive power, except trailers, designed to carry ten persons or |ess
that are constructed either on a truck chassis or wth special features
for occasional off-road operation;

(c) "Neighborhood electric vehicle," nmeaning a self-propelled,
electrically powered four-wheel ed notor vehicle whose speed attainable
in one mle is nore than twenty mles per hour and not nore than
twenty-five mles per hour and conforns to federal regulations under
Title 49 CF. R Part 571.500;

(d) "Passenger cars," neaning notor vehicles with notive power,
except rmultipurpose passenger vehicles, notorcycles, or trailers,
designed for carrying ten passengers or |ess; and

(e) "Trucks," mneaning notor vehicles with notive power, except
trailers, designed primarily for the transportation of property.

(2) This section only applies to notor vehicles that neet the
manual seat belt safety standards as set forth in federal notor vehicle
safety standard 208 and to neighborhood electric vehicles. Thi s
section does not apply to a vehicle occupant for whom no safety belt is
avai | abl e when all designated seating positions as required by federal
nmotor vehicle safety standard 208 are occupi ed.

(3) Every person sixteen years of age or ol der operating or riding
in a notor vehicle shall wear the safety belt assenbly in a properly
adj usted and securely fastened manner.

(4) No person may operate a notor vehicle unless all child
passengers under the age of sixteen years are either: (a) Waring a
safety belt assenbly or (b) are securely fastened into an approved
child restraint device.

(5) A person violating this section shall be issued a notice of
traffic infraction under chapter 46.63 RCW A finding that a person
has commtted a traffic infraction under this section shall be
contained in the driver's abstract but shall not be available to
I nsurance conpani es or enpl oyers.

(6) Failure to conply with the requirenments of this section does
not constitute negligence, nor nmay failure to wear a safety belt
assenbly be adm ssible as evidence of negligence in any civil action.

(7) This section does not apply to an operator or passenger who
possesses witten verification from a licensed physician that the
operator or passenger is unable to wear a safety belt for physical or
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medi cal reasons. A person who is unable to wear a safety belt for
physical or nedical reasons may apply to the departnent of licensing
for a sticker to be displayed in a vehicle transporting the person
The sticker must be displayed as required by the rules adopted by the
chief of the WAshington state patrol.

(8 The state patrol nay adopt rules exenpting operators or
occupants of farm vehicles, construction equi pnment, and vehicl es that
are required to nmake frequent stops from the requirenent of wearing
safety belts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of licensing shall issue a safety belt exenption
sticker under RCW46.61.688(7) for a person on whose behalf a statenent
signed by a licensed physician is presented. For a physician's

statement to qualify under this section, the physician giving the
statenment nust set forth reasons in the statenent why use of a safety
belt by the person would be inpractical or harnful to the person. The
departnent shall charge a fee of not nore than five dollars to cover
the costs of the sticker. Fees collected nmust be deposited into the
hi ghway safety fund.

(2) The sticker nust be designed to show distinguishing marks
letters, or nunerals indicating that the vehicle is being used to
transport a person with a physical or nedical condition that prevents
himor her fromwearing a safety belt.

(3) A safety belt exenption sticker is valid for six nonths unless
a shorter tine period is indicated in the physician's statenment. The
safety belt exenption sticker may be renewed once for an additiona
consecutive six-nonth period.

(4) The applications for safety belt nedical exenption stickers are
official state docunents. Knowi ngly providing false information with
the intent to obtain an exenption in conjunction with the application
is a gross m sdeneanor puni shabl e under chapter 9A 20 RCW

(5) Unauthorized use of a safety belt nedical exenption sticker is
a traffic infraction with a nonetary penalty of two hundred fifty
dol | ars.
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